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Overview of the Initiative
The SIDS Lighthouses Initiative (LHI) was launched at the 2014 UN Climate Summit in response to the SIDS call for action through the SAMOA Pathway and reaffirmed in 2024 with the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS). It provides a dedicated framework for accelerating energy transition efforts from fossil fuel dependence to renewables across[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  SIDS LHI Priority Areas: advancing NDC implementation, project bankability, private sector engagement, and access to finance, while strengthening data, energy efficiency, and the food-water-health-climate nexus; promotes all renewables; supports climate resilience, transport and end-use sectors, and highlights socio-economic benefits ; expanding partner engagement with existing SIDS initiatives and other IRENA coordinated platforms.] 

The Initiative comprises SIDS from the Atlantic, Indian Ocean and South China Sea (AIS), Caribbean, and Pacific regions alongside partners, including island countries, developed countries, international and regional organisations, development institutions, private companies, research institutes, and non-profit organisations. Over the years, the Initiative has benefitted from the financial contributions of Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, New Zealand, and the United Arab Emirates.
IRENA has coordinated the Initiative since its inception, enabling collaboration and targeted support across SIDS covering areas such as NDC implementation, technical assistance, capacity building and knowledge sharing. Support has extended to activities related to grid studies, renewable energy roadmaps, data and statistics, project facilitation and dedicated knowledge products.
Looking ahead, the Initiative will continue to deliver technical assistance and capacity-building in response to country requests. In parallel, work will advance on regional pooled procurement mechanisms, electrification, artificial intelligence, digitalisation, offshore renewables, and ocean energy. 
Key Objectives: 
1. To support establishment of the institutional, technical and market foundations needed to advance a regional pooled procurement mechanism for renewable energy, energy storage and grid infrastructure across SIDS, enabling economies of scale, reducing costs, strengthening supply chains, and accelerating the clean energy transition.
2. To support SIDS countries and private sector to leverage AI and digitalization as core strategic tools to accelerate and secure a renewables-based energy transition.
3. To provide technical support to small island states in their electrification efforts, facilitating sustainable and resilient energy access for their communities, the context of global electrification targets.
4. To support SIDS in advancing offshore renewables and ocean energy technologies by strengthening foundational understanding, enabling policy and regulatory frameworks, and supporting resource assessment and project development.


Application Form Guidance

This application form comprises 3 categories:

1. Small Island Developing States (SIDS and associate members of UN Regional Commissions listed here).
2. Partner country (Countries that are not classified as SIDS).
3. Ecosystem partners (academia, development partner, industry association, NGO, private sector, philanthropic or regional organisation etc).
Choose the Category that is relevant. 
Please send the completed and signed application form to nmohammed@irena.org; saygoda@irena.org; islands@irena.org.
Applications will be reviewed and a formal response will be communicated within 2 to 3 weeks.













Category 1: Small Island Developing States Application

	Name of Ministry
	

	Name of Country
	

	Minister’s Name
	

	Contact information

	Address (PO Box, street, city, country)
	

	E-mail
	

	Tel./Fax
	

	Website
	

	Social networks (LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
	

	Short description of the Ministry and the country’s energy transition objectives.

	Please provide a description of your ministry, its mandate.
Please provide a short summary of the country’s energy transition objectives and supporting documentation if available (e.g. Energy Policy, Legislation, Sector Development/ Investment plan Nationally Determined Contribution).



	Focal point

	1. General focal point for the Initiative
2. Communication focal point for SIDS LHI activities (i.e.: outreach for and dissemination of outputs; communication campaigns; etc.)
3. Any other focal point(s) who will participate in activities of the SIDS LHI


	Name/ Surname
	Title
	Email
	Tel.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Clarify which thematic working group your country would benefit the most from:

Please tick multiple boxes as needed
	Selection

	Regional Pooled procurement

	☐
	Electrification
	☐
	
Artificial Intelligence and Digitalisation


	☐
	Offshore renewables and Ocean Energy

	☐
	Other (specify):


	☐
	How do the SIDS LHI’s objectives align with your government’s strategic objectives?

	






	Please describe how your Ministry would assess the success of its involvement in the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative

	






	Signature Box

	

_____________________________                                      _____________________________
Date                                                                                             [Name, Title]

The undersigned, an authorised representative of the applying Ministry, hereby agrees and undertakes, on behalf of the applying entity, to support the mission of the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative.





Category 2: Partner Country Application
	Name of Ministry
	

	Name of Country
	

	Minister’s Name
	

	Contact information

	Address (PO Box, street, city, country)
	

	E-mail
	

	Tel./Fax
	

	Website
	

	Social networks (LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
	

	Short description of the Ministry and the country’s energy transition objectives.

	Please provide a short description of your ministry, its mandate.
Please provide a short summary of the country’s energy transition support for SIDS and a copy of your Development Assistance Strategy, if available.



	Focal point

	1. General focal point for the Initiative
2. Communication focal point for SIDS LHI activities (i.e.: outreach for and dissemination of outputs; communication campaigns; etc.)
3. Any other focal point(s) who will participate in activities of the SIDS LHI


	Name/ Surname
	Title
	Email
	Tel.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	How do the SIDS LHI’s objectives align with your government’s strategic objectives?

	



	Clarify which thematic area your Ministry would be interested in supporting or collaborating.

Please tick multiple boxes as needed
	Selection

	Regional Pooled procurement

	☐
	Electrification

	☐
	Artificial Intelligence and Digitalisation


	☐
	Offshore renewables and Ocean Energy

	☐
	Other (specify):


	☐
	Indicate what type of support can be provided to SIDS LHI by your country.

	Selection

	Scholarships for SIDS students
	☐
	Knowledge exchange and /or study tours
	☐
	Training by country experts
	☐
	Human resources (i.e.: short-term loan of personnel to IRENA)
	☐
	Financial support 
	☐
	Event hosting and engagement as speaker
	☐
	Other (specify):


	☐
	Specify the SIDS region(s) that you are interested in supporting
	Selection

	Atlantic, Indian Ocean, South China Sea
	☐

	Caribbean
	☐

	Pacific
	☐
	All SIDS regions
	☐
	Please describe how your Ministry would assess the success of its involvement in the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative.


	






	Signature Box

	

_____________________________                                      _____________________________
Date                                                                                             [Name, Title]

If this application for membership of the SIDS LHI is accepted, the undersigned, an authorised representative of the applying entity, hereby agrees and undertakes, on behalf of the applying entity, to support the mission of the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative.

















Category 3: Ecosystem partners (academia, development partner, industry association, NGO, private sector, philanthropic or regional organisation etc).
	Name of entity
	

	Contact information

	Address (PO Box, street, city, country)
	

	E-mail
	

	Tel./Fax
	

	Website
	

	Social networks (LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, etc.)
	

	Size and type of entity. Please tick all boxes that apply

	Entity size
	<50   ☐
	50-100   ☐
	>100   ☐

	Utility
(Entity engaged in the business of producing, transmitting or distributing power)
	☐
	Technology (entity that provides technology solutions and services)
	☐
	Knowledge organisations (international initiatives, institutional partners, and non-governmental, financial institutions and industry bodies)
(specify)
	☐
	Other not listed above (specify):

	☐

	Geographical scope. Please tick all boxes that apply
	Selection

	International
	☐
	Regional (specify):
	☐
	National (specify):
	☐
	Other (specify):
	☐
	Short description of entity

	Please provide a description of your organisation/company, its main operations and objectives. 



	Operations in Small Island Developing States

	If any, please provide a description of your organisation/company’s engagement within Small Island Developing States.
Please provide a short summary and supporting documentation if available and where relevant for the following: 
1. your organisation/company’s ownership (key shareholders by percentage).
2. your organisation/company’s strategy for aligning its activities/operations in Small Island Developing States.
3. progress/implementation results achieved to date


	Focal point

	4. General focal point for the Initiative
5. Communication focal point for SIDS Lighthouses Initiative activities (i.e.: outreach for and dissemination of outputs; communication campaigns; etc.)
6. Any other focal point(s) who will participate in activities of the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative.


	Name/ Surname
	Title
	Email
	Tel.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	How do the SIDS LHI’s objectives align with your entity’s strategic objectives?

	



	Clarify which thematic area your company/organisation would be interested in supporting or collaborating.

Please tick multiple boxes as needed.

	Selection

	Regional Pooled procurement

	☐
	Electrification

	☐
	Artificial Intelligence and Digitalisation


	☐
	Offshore renewables and Ocean Energy

	☐
	Other (specify):


	☐
	Indicate what type of support can be provided to SIDS LHI by your company/organisation.

	Selection

	Scholarships for SIDS students
	☐


	Knowledge exchange/ and or study tours
	☐
	Sharing non confidential information and data
	☐
	Training by in-house experts
	☐
	Human resources (i.e.: short-term loan of personnel to IRENA)
	☐
	Financial support 
	☐
	Communication support (i.e.: outreach for and dissemination of SIDS Lighthouses outputs; production of communications materials; etc.) 

	☐
	Event hosting
	☐
	Other (specify):

	☐
	Specify the SIDS region(s) that you are interested in supporting.

	Selection

	Atlantic, Indian Ocean, South China Sea
	☐

	Caribbean
	☐

	Pacific
	☐
	All SIDS regions
	☐
	Please describe how your entity would assess the success of its involvement in the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative.


	






	Signature Box

	

_____________________________                                      _____________________________
Date                                                                                            [ Name, Title]

If this application for membership of the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative is accepted, the undersigned, an authorised representative of the applying entity, hereby agrees and undertakes, on behalf of the applying entity, to support the mission of the SIDS Lighthouses Initiative.
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